The Exhibition of Chinese Musical Instruments

The Exhibition of Chinese Musical Instruments is scheduled to be held in Pretoria Art Museum from July 13 to 25. The exhibition is a part included in Chinese Cultural Tour of Africa this year for the sake of offering a chance for the local residents to see ancient and rich cultural materials from China. 
The exhibits of Chinese musical instruments will be classified into the following three categories, string, wind, and percussion instruments. The string instruments to be displayed are Se, Qin with 10 strings, Pi Pa, Liu Qin, Rawap, Dongbula, Yang Qin, Zheng and so on. The wind instruments include various kind of flutes, such as pottery ocarina, bone flute and bamboo flutes The percussion instruments are Bian Zhong, Da Gu, Tang Gu, Yao Gu, Yun Luo and Jin Gang Ling etc.
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Bian Zhong
Bian Zhong consists of bells of different sizes that produce hollow sound of　different pitch. 

Its origin can be traced back to 5000 years ago, when the first Clay Zhong was manufactured. In Shang Dynasty, Copper Zhong was made. In Xi Zhou Dynasty, it became an important instrument in playing music for the Emperor. Since it was an instrument for the Emperor, the Carvings on the Zhong was done beautifully. 
In Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, many Zhongs of different sizes and pitch were grouped together and were hanged on the wooden rack. There were 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 16, 36, and even 65 Zhongs being grouped together.
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Pottery Ocarina

The pottery ocarina, the oldest holed wind instrument in China, emerged almost 7,000 years ago. Made of exquisite red clay, it was molded by hand and fired with a special smoke-baked technique. Each hole was carefully drilled and tuned by professional musicians in accordance with the instrument’s size, shape, airflow and potential for resonance. With its deep pure timbre, the pottery ocarina adds a unique flavor to Chinese traditional culture.

